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Shorelines is a publica-

tion of The Nebraska 

Lakes Association. 

 

As a non-profit organiza-

tion of private lakes, the 

mission of our organiza-

tion is to provide support 

and resources for private 

lakes to obtain informa-

tion regarding the man-

agement issues of lake 

associations. 

 

Our Associate members 

are businesses that pro-

vide products and ser-

vices to lake associations 

and/or lake residents. 
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Board of Directors listed 

on the inside cover, or 

contact 

 

 

 

Nebraska  
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Phone:  402-475-6282 

Fax:  402-475-6282   

email:  nata@alltel.net. 
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To: NLA Members: 

 

Our Purpose: 
     The Nebraska Lakes Association is an organization dedicated to addressing the 
issues private lake associations manage.  From boating safety to environmental 
issues, NLA is a wealth of information on lake management available to our mem-
bers.  We unite our members with associate members that provide products and 
services to lake associations and lake residents.  
 

Our Objectives: 
     Provide support and resources for private lakes to obtain information regarding 
water quality, fisheries, insurance, lake liability issues and boating safety.  Edu-
cate our members regarding sound lake management practices.  
 

Our Mission: 
     The mission of the Nebraska Lakes Association is to provide a forum for infor-
mation and resources to educate members so their lake experience is safe, healthy 
and enjoyable.   
 

I thought this newsletter was a good time to remind our members of what NLA is 
trying to accomplish.  I can assure you that your NLA board is serving you well 

while addressing all of the above.  We have a very talented group and with your 
help and input, we can accomplish our purpose, objectives and realize our mission.   

 

      We are in the process of planning our Spring Meeting that is scheduled for May 
3, 2008 at the Mahoney State Park main building.  Mark your calendars today to 

attend this conference from 9 AM to 3 PM that will include presentations on water 
quality, covenants, boating safety, algae management and a special NLA board 

panel discussion on “Rule Enforcements that Work”   We will also have a special 
luncheon speaker you will all enjoy.  

  
See you there! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Bruce Younglove, President  
Nebraska Lakes Association 
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NLA 

OFFICERS & 

BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS 

 

President: 

Bruce Younglove 

Capitol Beach 

402-435-3434 

 

Vice President: 

Woody Thelin 

Hawaiian Village 

402-593-7200 

 

Secretary: 

Mike Dodge  

North Lake Park 

402-944-2684 

 

Treasurer: 

Pat Fuxa 

Fuxa Lake 

402-234-4547 

 

Board Members: 

J. Michael Rierden 

North Lake Park 

402-476-2413 

 

Glenn Hillhouse 

Capitol Beach 

402-475-0566 

 

Pam Lawson 

Hawaiian Village 

402-331-9342 

 

Associate Member-

Director 

Mike McBride 

Ripple Environmental 

402-438-0806 

 

Of Counsel: 

Joanne Harse 

402-438-2221 

 

Advisor: 

Herb Angell 

Game & Parks 

471-5579 

 

Administrative: 

Judy McDowell 

Capitol Beach 

402-475-6282 
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Spring is in the air… Summer, next! 
 

Hey Gang, The ice is receding around the edges of the lake. Should be all gone in a couple of 

days. Time to get out and clean up the beach; fix the dock and the shore station; get the boat out 

of storage and clean it up. Then clean off the deck furniture and reseal the deck. Got all that stuff 

to do plus the regular lawn and flowers … It’ll feel good just to have the warm sunshine on my 

face again! I was getting this upbeat feeling and then the bombshell! 

 

Shuffling through my stack of NLA “stuff” I ran across the series of newspaper articles from the 

Omaha World Herald. The last one, February 9, 2008, Boater sentenced in deaths of 2 (sic). 

David and Kathleen Gilfillan were killed at Hanson Lake #2 last July. The boat was driven by a 

good guy and resident of the lake – an inebriated Kenneth Tonn,. His sentence is six to 20 years 

in prison. It’s expected that he will serve three years. Unfortunately, the rest of the story is The 
Good, the Bad and the Ugly. 
 
The “Good: (If it can be called that). Despite the fact Mr. Tonn was only charged with one count 

of manslaughter and was pled out, he did not get off scot free. The officers of Game and Parks 

who investigate such accidents have a superb record of getting convictions. So those of us who 

may become victims can hold to some feeling that the perpetrators have a high probability of 

suffering the consequences after injuring us. Unfortunately it doesn’t undo the wrong or heal the 

injury but the guilty are punished. This is the Good. 

 

The Bad: The pain and agony that all parties suffer. Don’t try to count the number of people di-

rectly and indirectly who are affected, hurt, suffers a loss or lives with guilt: family, friends, ac-

quaintances, neighbors, co-workers... How does their poor little granddaughter, who was being 

towed by her grandfather when he hit the Gilfillans’, handle her feelings? Open wounds and 

scars! Deep scars! Always visible – perpetual reminders! 

 

The Ugly: It’s going to happen again. Yes, there will always be accidents, but there will be need-

less ones that didn’t have to happen. The one’s that could – and should – have been prevented.  

There are individuals that refuse to act responsibly and there are the lake association boards that 

refuse to take responsibility and face the issue of enforcement of boating (or any) laws. 

 

Those of us who think that the uniformed law enforcement agencies are going to provide enough 

on the spot protection for our lake better do the math. There aren’t enough of them; lakes are 

generally located away from inhabited areas, and Police/Sheriff/Game & Parks Officers do have 

other responsibilities, so their response time may not be what we would like it to be. Conse-

quently, the answer is: we are going to have to protect our own selves – and yes we can! We 

have the authority to enforce our own rules and the state and federal laws. 

What makes you think you won’t be an innocent victim this summer? What makes you think you 

will not cause an accident this summer? What makes you think someone else is going to protect 

you? What’s happening to prevent you from hurting someone else – or from being hurt, your-

self? 

 

Look, we all want to have fun and enjoy our lakes, but this is serious business. We’ve got to take 

responsibility for ourselves. Those of us who are in a position of responsibility owe it to our con-

stituency to provide the greatest safety that we can. 

 

I know, after the damage is done, the big politically correct and publicly accepted thing to do is 

show our profound remorse to gain sympathy. But that’s too late. What were we thinking 30 sec-

onds before the impact? 

 

A pilot I used to fly with had a powerful reality check. When I was about to do something stupid 

– he’d say, “Whacha got on? Your mind?” Prophetic question – saved both our lives more than 

once? Just that quick moment to question ourselves… before the fact!!! 

 

Woody Thelin, NLA Vice President 
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3-15-08 

 

Nebraska Lakes Association Now State Affiliate Member of the 

North American Lake Management Society 
 

 On Thursday, March 5, 2008, Nebraska Lakes Association (NLA) received notification of acceptance as 

an Affiliate Member of the North American Lake Management Society (NALMS).   

 

The mission of the North American Lake Management Society is to forge partnerships among citizens, scientists, 

and professionals to foster the management and protection of lakes and reservoirs for today and tomorrow.   

 

 

Inclusion as an Affiliate Member adds tremendous resources to individual members and lake associations in Ne-

braska. Benefits include magazine and journal subscriptions, workshops, web-based resources through nalms.org, 

and certification programs.   

 

The 21st annual NALMS Spring conference is scheduled for April 28th – May 1st, 2008 in Chicago. The topic 

of this year’s conference is: Enhancing the States' Lake Management Programs: Building 
Partnerships for Improved Fisheries and Lake Water Quality.   
 
A travel grant provided by NALMS to the Nebraska Lakes Association will allow an NLA representative 

(appointed by the Board of Directors) to attend the spring conference.   

 

A presentation will be given at NLA’s 2008 Spring Meeting to brief members on the NALMS conference as well 

as review the rights and responsibilities of the new partnership and answer questions. 

 

See you there! 

Mike McBride 

Associate Member Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUR 2008 DUES STATEMENT 

IS ENCLOSED WITH THIS NEWSLETTER. 

 

PLEASE 

INCLUDE YOUR EMAIL 

 
Future newsletters and timely information will be sent to our 

Members via email 
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ASSOCIATE 

MEMBERS 
 

ALL ABOUT LAKES 

Tony Byrne 

720-974-4075 

 

BASF 

Rick Vrbas 

785-242-8896 

 

CROKER, HUCK 

Martin Pelster 

402-505-3165 

 

NE. LAKE MGMT. 

Rob Hofpar 

402-784-6005 

 

NELSON’S  

EZ DOCKS 

Bruce Nelson 

402-632-4693 

 

OLMSTED & PERRY 

James Olmsted 

402-399-8552 

 

OUTBACK CONST. 

Scott Niewohner 

402-456-7968 

 

RIPPLE 

ENVIRONMENTAL 

Mike McBride 

402-438-0806 

 

THOMAS DREDGING 

& EXCAVATING 

Dennis Thomas 

402-944-7852 

ASSOCIATE MEMBER HIGHLIGHT 

 

ALL ABOUT LAKES, LLC 

 

 

We would like to introduce our company, All About Lakes, LLC. We are 

a professional fishery and lake management company in Arvada, Colo-

rado. At present, we are establishing a second office in Columbus, Ne-

braska. We anticipate full operation in Columbus in Spring 2008. 

 

We offer complete fishery management, water quality monitoring, algae 

and weed control, and aeration system design and installation services. 

As a new partner of Cabela's Trophy Properties, LLC, we offer complete 

and professional lake and land-use mapping services. All About Lakes, 
LLC is the exclusive Cabela's mapping service provider for the entire 

state of Nebraska. 

 

Please find attached our lake mapping brochures. At present, many 

homeowner associations in both Nebraska and Colorado have been 

greatly concerned with boat and water safety on their lakes. Our new 

mapping services can assist with formulation of boating and water-use 

safety plans. 

 

We look forward to starting our lake management and mapping services 

in Nebraska. As a Nebraska Lakes Association associate member we 

plan to attend the next NLA Conference and we hope to meet many of 

you at that time.  

 

In the meantime, please feel free to call us (800-852-4075) for all of your 

aquatic resource management needs, or visit our website at 

www.allaboutlakes.com. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

Tony Byrne 

Project Manager / Aquatic Biologist 
--------------------------------------- 

All About Lakes, LLC  

5765 Olde Wadsworth Blvd., Ste. 10  

Arvada, CO 80002  

 

Voice: (720) 974-4075  

Fax: (720) 974-4830  

 

Email: office@allaboutlakes.com  
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               Nebraska Lakes Association 
Spring Meeting 

Mahoney State Park, Peter Kiewit Lodge 
May 3, 2008 

Agenda 
 
 

8:30 AM  -   Registration, coffee & rolls 

 
9 AM -         Welcome & introductions -  Bruce Younglove – NLA President 
 
9:15 AM -        Boating Safety  -  Herb Angell, NE Boating Law Administrator 
 
10:00 AM -      Lake water quality project – Sarah Sewell, University of 
 Nebraska.  Sarah will share information gained from doing her thesis at the 
U of NE. 
 
10:30 AM -            Break 
 
10:45 AM        Mike Rierden – NLA Board Member & NLA Attorney 
 
11:00 AM -          Mike McBride – NLA Associate Board Member – North                                                       
American  Lake Management Society Spring Meeting update. 
 
11:30 AM-            NLA Associate Members introductions – visit associate 
member’s  displays.   
 
Noon Luncheon -  Buffet lunch in the cafeteria with Adrian Fiala, Broad-
caster and former linebacker with the Huskers.  Adrian will address our 
group on what’s going on with the football team, with time for questions 
about Bo Pelini, Tom Osborne or anything else you want to know about the 
Huskers.  Don’t miss this chance to get first hand information what’s hap-
pening with the Nebraska Football team.    
 
1:15 pm - NLA  Panel Discussion -   Lake Rules that work! 
    
                       Panelists:  Bruce Younglove, NLA President 
                                          Woody Thelin,  NLA VP 
                                          Mike Rierden    NLA Attorney 
                                          Herb Angell      NE Boating Law Admin.   
 
2:15  Q & A & Adjourn   
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Nebraska Lakes Association 

192 W Lakeshore Dr. 

Lincoln, NE 68528 

MEMBERS 

NEBRASKA LAKES ASSOCIATION 

BEAVER LAKE 

BRANDENBURGH LAKES 

CAPITOL BEACH 

CEDAR CREEK #1 

CHRIS LAKE 

CURTIS ACRES 

EASTERN SARPY COUNTY 

FUXA LAKE 

HANSON LAKE #3 

HERON POINT 

LAKE VENTURA 

LEGGE LAKE 

MIDDLE ISLAND LAKE 

MORNINGSTAR LAKE 

NORTH LAKE PARK 

 

OVERLAND LAKES 

PINE LAKE 

RIVERSIDE LAKES 

SACK’S LAKE 

SUNDANCE LAKE 

THOMAS LAKES 

TURTLE BEACH 

WAGNER LAKES 

WHITETAIL LAKE 

WILLOW WIND 

WILLOW WOOD 

WOODCLIFF 

 

Individual Members 

Kevin & Penny Burch 

Ed Sekera 


